
Advantage Academy of Pinellas, Inc.  

Governing Board Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2017 

Location-Pinellas Academy of Math and Science 

1775 S. Highland Avenue 

Media Center 

 

Present at Meeting 

 

Jeff Undestad, Board Member 

Craig Dolan, Board Member 

Linda Schwerer, Principal 

Mike Ash, Board Liaison 

Mary Steele, PTSO President 

Mike Strader, Charter School Associates, Inc. 

 

Opening Exercises 

Meeting called to order at 5:04 pm by Mr. Jeff Undestad. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, meeting minutes from February 8, 2017 were discussed and 

approved. Mr. Dolan motioned to approve the minutes and Mr. Undestad seconded the motion. 

All were in favor and the motion was passed.  

 

Public Comment 

Mr. Undestad asked if any person present would like to speak under the Public Comments 

section of the agenda. No members of the public requested to speak. 

 

Principal’s Report 

Ms. Schwerer distributed handouts to board members and talked about the many exciting 

activities taking place at PAMS including, but not limited to the following. 

Ms. Schwerer distributed a copy of the school’s 2016-2017 yearbook to those present. She talked 

about many of the school’s activities that are memorialized in the yearbook.  

She mentioned that the 2017 graduating class of 8th graders is the largest in school history. IT is 

scheduled the evening of May 23. A former teacher has volunteered to play piano at the 

graduation ceremony. The school will offer new awards to the 2017 8th grade class including the 

“Osprey Award” for the top male and female student recognizing character, awards will be 

offered to the top female and male student for athletics, “Athlete of the Year”. 

The PAMS Kindergarten completion ceremony is also on May 23. Fifth graders will participate 

in a “Sock-Hop” as their end-of-year activity. 

 

Ms. Schwerer announced that five PAMS students won awards from Zaner-Bloser for 

handwriting. She informed the Board that representatives of the School Board of Pinellas County 

will visit the school May 19 for the school’s annual review. 

 

Ms. Schwerer reported that the school has reached its full enrollment goal for 2017-2018 with 

194 students on the waiting list. 



Board members asked Ms. Schwerer how far students lived from the school and she responded 

that students came from as far away as Spring Hill. 

 

PTSO Report 

Ms. Mary Steele reported on the school’s 2017 Boosterthon event and informed the Board that 

over $17,000 was raised.  

 

Information Items 

1. Mr. Strader discussed the monthly financial report and reminded board members that any 

financial question may be directed to Ms. Jeannette Merced.  Board Members receive a 

copy of the school’s financial report monthly. 

2. Mr. Strader referred to the executed agreement between the board and the Landlord as the 

final result of the negotiations of terms that were established in the first amendment to the 

lease. Ms. Schwerer reported that the construction team was generally working with the 

school to avoid distractions during testing. The board agreed to view the construction site 

following the meeting. 

3. Mr. Strader reported on the results of charter specific legislation awaiting the Governor’s 

approval. 

4. Mr. Strader reported on a number of upgrades to be made to the student application 

system (Info Snap), student information system (Power School), online payment system 

(K12 Payment), cafeteria point of sale (Meals Plus) and to the school’s website (Final 

Site). These upgrades are being deployed across the Charter School Associates’ network 

of client schools to provide parents improved access to student grades, class work, etc. 

within a comprehensively designed and integrated platform. 

Consent Agenda Items 

1. Approval of Purchase Orders and Agreements since prior meeting 

2. Approval of Personnel Items including certification waivers, if needed 

3. Approval of FY 17 Auditor Engagement Letter signed by the Board Chair. 

Mr. Strader reviewed the consent items. Mr. Dolan made a motion to approve the consent items 

and Mr. Undestad seconded. The item passed. 

 

Items Scheduled for Discussion and Action 

None 

 

Board Member Reports  

None 

 

Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 


